NEW o, JUMES
Sanitized - Approved For Release : CIA-RDP75-00

CPYRGHT

Sanitiz

MY o R

Bus-R1d1ng Chaplamx‘

111am

N his sermon last Sunday
the Rev, Willlam Sloane
Coffin Jr. said a Christian
nust expect adversity and not
seek the easy path. Yesterday
he went more than half-way
to meet adversity himself.
Teaving, for the moment,

his pleasant JOb as ﬁh%ﬂ
of . JUniversity “un 18
RN orttile  vel-
Man low house benéath
in the the New Haven
elms, -Mr. Coffin

News became z

the south.

“T'm not surprised,” an old\
friend said. “Bill Coffin
believes you've got to he
| rugged and determined and

you're going to do a Chris-
tian’s work in the world.”

faculty members consider Mr.

eventually to mellgw,” one
critic said with a touch of
acid. But even these critics.
see in the chapldin a man of
talent and eenrgy.
Pianist ;md Athlete

Mr. Coffin ‘is a skillful

pianist, a vigorous athlete and

an enthusiastic gardener. He
is ftuent in French and Rus-:

ian, has.gery:

nd_the Central Intelligence ™
and er led

n i geratwn Crossroads

team to Africa. )
~ "He and a group of fifteen
: American  students, with
" African - students helping, °
- built a community centeér in
; Mamou, a town in the upland
I yain forest of Guinea. One day,
l the group had had aw,
; and-a-half chat with (5
! “Poitre, with Mr. Coffin
i erprefmg into French.
l Mr. Coffin was born on.
‘ July 1; 1924. His father was
' a vice president of W. & .J.
Sloane, Inc., the Fifth Ave-
. nue furniture store, and pres-
ident of the trustees of thy
Metropolitan Museum of Art.:
Student at Andover .
Mr." Coffin studied at Phil-
lips = ~Academy, = Andover,
Mags., and at Yale, where he
; ma]ored in ‘government, In
1943 he Jomedlthe Army and -
served as a lia
! first with theFre m%%&?
i *mam {
g“‘“ﬁff’f‘“’t t he returned
i to Yale and wag graduated
| in 1949,
He studied divinity at the
Union Theological Seminary
for a year, W%%

%Taﬂ'
q?m Rid hal-
lenging racia segxeg m

expect to take hard knocks if -

At Yale, some of the older .

Coffin to be young (he is 36)
and brash, “We expect him -

the Army “ last Bunday’s sermon, After a

: m_n

611 ng'gx; pis ngith ™ duced as ‘the man of whom

25X1A%9a

Lafe’n‘_t and .énrgy

~TeT

WorkHE . on.. Russ;an._ affalr
@w&@ He was grad- }
-uated from Yale Divinity
School in 1956 and was or-
dained in the Presbyterian
ministry. .

For a year he went back

to,Andover as chaplain, and.
it '&as there that he preached

yeal as chaplain of E%li?ms
College, Mr, Coffin wen ack

0 vale as university chap-
“Jain, ‘There he is known as
. the _“sthletic-looking, colle-
glate fellow - who rides a
“motdiscooter around the cam-
pus, puffing on an aluminum-
stéinimed pipe.

In the house with the big
backyard at’' the éorner of
Wall and Temple Streets in
New Haven are Mrs, Coffin,
a former actress ,and - dancer
who " appeared .on Broadway
as 'Wmnk in "The

jarv “of . Anne Frank,”

) er, Aniy, “and two § sons,
'xander ‘Sloane and David
ndrew. .

b ‘Mrs Coffin, incidentally, is

e daughterm%m;
,‘gggn‘ the Elamst And, there
! & ustrate Mr.
Cc’ifms way of speaking his

st

“At the Tons Club luncheon
=in New - “Haven two weeks
ago, Mr, Coffin was intro-

his prospectlve father-in-law
said, “Tm not sure I want a
Bllly “‘Griham in the family.”

“My answer to that,”” Mr.
Coffin responded, “was to say

—Well, I'm not sure I want
a Liberace in mine.” |
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